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WELCOME AND SPONSORS

Thank you for attending the third annual Surefire Baseball Forum and 
sharing your valuable time to promote college baseball. 

This program would not be possible without the support provided by 
Learfield, the University of South Carolina Athletics, Marucci, D1Baseball.
com, and the College Baseball Foundation. Please pass along your 
gratitude to these supporters. 

After the event, we want your feedback to improve the forum. The next 
Surefire will be held in New Orleans at Tulane University in January 2021. 

Enjoy your time in the capital city of the Palmetto State and please let me 
know if you need anything during your stay.

Sincerely,

Jason Penry
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BACKGROUND
Modeled after the Villa 7 networking event for college basketball, 
since January 2018 the Surefire Baseball Forum has matched D1 
administrators with top assistant baseball coaches from across the 
country. The purpose of Surefire is two-fold: prepare assistant coaches for 
head coaching roles and create more interest in college baseball among 
athletic administrators.
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AGENDA

Held at the University of South Carolina
Cyndi and Kenneth Long Family Football Operations Center
944 South Stadium Road
Columbia, South Carolina

Thursday, January 9
6:00 p.m. – Opening Reception 

Friday, January 10
7:30 a.m. – Breakfast 
8:00 a.m. – Speed Networking 
9:30 a.m. – Break 
9:45 a.m. – Presentations

Coaches: Panel Discussion: “The Search”
Daniel Parker, Managing Director of Sports, Parker Executive Search

Craig Pintens, Director of Athletics, Loyola Marymount University

Ray Tanner, Director of Athletics, University of South Carolina 

Administrators: “How to Make the Wrong Hire”
Stephen Prather, Co-Founder and Principal, SportSource Analytics 

10:30 a.m. – Speed Networking 
11:45 a.m. – Presentations 

Coaches: Panel Discussion: “You’re Hired: The First 90 Days”
Whit Babcock, Director of Athletics, Virginia Tech University 

Mike Hill, Director of Athletics, UNC Charlotte

Randy Hood, Head Coach, UNC Wilmington 

Administrators: Panel Discussion: “College Baseball: A View 
from Agents”

Richard Kanter, Principal, Kanter Legal 

Matt Kelly, Attorney, Kelly Law Group

Patrick Strong, Counsel, Balch Sports

12:15 p.m. – Adjourn
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ATTENDEE ROSTER

ADMINISTRATORS
Whit Babcock (Virginia Tech)
Jeff Barber (Charleston Southern)
Michael Beale (UNC)
Jared Benko (Mississippi State)
Chris Besanceney (Alabama)
Marco Born (Lamar)
Scott Carr (Central Florida)
Braun Cartwright (New Mexico State)
Travis Comer (Texas State)
Janet Cone (UNC Asheville)
Brad Edwards (George Mason)
Magdi El Shahawy (Georgia)
Joel Erdmann (South Alabama)
Daniel Feig (USC Upstate)
Ken Halpin (Winthrop)
Amy Heard (Texas Tech)
Mike Hill (Charlotte)

Matt Hogue (Coastal Carolina)
Kevin Hurley (Texas A&M)
Brent Jones (Troy)
Chris Maitre (Tulane)
Justin Moore (Texas A&M)
Graham Neff (Clemson)
Kevin O'Connell (South Carolina)
Milton Overton (Kennesaw State)
Chris Park (Washington State)
Chris Pezman (Houston)
Craig Pintens (Loyola Marymount)
Stephanie Rempe (LSU)
Matt Roberts (College of 
Charleston)
Lorne Robertson (Tulane)
Ray Tanner (South Carolina)
Tanya Vogel (George Washington)

Matt Wells (West Virginia) 

COACHES
Cory Barton (Rice)
Blake Beemer (Ball State)
Trip Couch (South Carolina)
Elliott Cribby (Washington)
Justin Dedman (Miami Ohio)
Drew Dickinson (Virginia)
Chris Fetter (Michigan)
Dan Fitzgerald (Dallas Baptist)
Scott Foxhall (Mississippi State)
B.J. Green (Georgia Southern)
Ben Greenspan (Arizona State)
Brent Haring (BYU)
Chris Hart (NC State)
Jason Jackson (Alabama)
Josh Jordan (Duke)
Josh MacDonald (UConn)
Kevin McMullan (Virginia)

Skylar Meade (South Carolina)
Ty Megahee (Pittsburgh)
Kevin Nichols (College of Charleston)
Jeff Palumbo (East Carolina)
Kyle Pettoruto (Rutgers)
Chris Prothro (South Alabama)
James Ramsey (Georgia Tech)
Dan Roszel (Kentucky)
Steve Sabins (West Virginia)
Nick Schnabel (Michigan)
Brian Smiley (Indiana State)
Eddie Smith (LSU)
Rich Wallace (Notre Dame)
Jon Wente (Texas-Arlington)
Eric Wordekemper (Creighton)
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ADMINISTRATORS

Whit Babcock // Virginia Tech University 
Whit Babcock was named Virginia Tech’s director of athletics in 
2014. The Harrisonburg, Virginia native received national acclaim 
for his work as an AD during the 2017-18 academic year, as he 
was named one of four FBS recipients of the Under Armour AD 
of the Year. The previous year, Babcock was one of five finalists 
for the AD of the Year honor handed out by SportsBusiness 
Journal and SportsBusiness Daily. 

Babcock arrived in Blacksburg following two and a half years as the director of 
athletics at the University of Cincinnati. Prior to his time at Cincinnati, Babcock’s 
22-year career path included stops at Missouri, West Virginia, Auburn and James 
Madison. Babcock lettered four seasons in baseball at James Madison University 
and served as team captain his senior year. He earned his bachelor’s degree from 
JMU in 1992. In 1996, he received his master’s in sports management from West 
Virginia University. He and his wife, Kelly, have three sons: Andrew, Brett and Eli.

Jeff Barber // Charleston Southern University 
Jeff Barber was named Charleston Southern’s director of 
athletics in 2018. Barber brought with him 29 years of total 
Division I college athletic experience, most recently at fellow 
Big South Conference institution, Liberty, from 2006-2016. 
While at Liberty, Barber spearheaded new stadium construction 
efforts for baseball. During his tenure at Liberty, Barber was 

instrumental in leading the Flames on to the next level of collegiate athletics. 
His efforts were recognized in June 2012 when he was named the NACDA FCS 
Under Armour Athletics Director of the Year for the Southeast region.

Barber came to Liberty after spending ten years at the University of South 
Carolina, including his last three years as senior associate athletic director for 
development/Gamecock Club executive director. He also worked for four years 
apiece in both the Furman and East Carolina athletic departments.

Barber graduated cum laude at East Carolina in 1981 with his bachelor’s degree 
in health, physical education, and recreation. A native of Greenville, N.C., Barber 
and his wife Donna have three children: Katie, Lindsay, and Jay.
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Michael Beale // University of North Carolina
Michael Beale serves as an assistant athletic director for North 
Carolina. Among his responsibilities are serving as a sport 
administrator for volleyball and baseball; coordinating marketing 
efforts for football, men’s basketball, baseball and men’s and 
women’s golf; and working with UNC’s multi-media partners 
on corporate sponsorships.

Beale served as assistant director of tickets, assistant director of marketing, and 
director of marketing at UNC before being promoted to his current position in 
2008. From 1995-98, he worked in the sports marketing office at the University 
of Kentucky before coming to Chapel Hill in 1998.

A 1993 graduate of Elon, Beale earned his master of sport administration degree 
from Ohio University in 1995. Born in Richmond, Va., Beale is married to Bethany 
Beale. They have two daughters, Laney and Ashton.

Jared Benko // Mississippi State University 
Jared Benko, the deputy director of athletics for Mississippi 
State, arrived in Starkville in 2016. Prior to his time at MSU, he 
served as the assistant athletic director for finance at Auburn 
where he was responsible for the day-to-day operations of 
the business office. He was tabbed the 2015 College Athletic 

Business Management Association’s Rookie of the Year for his efforts within 
the organization.

Benko spent four years in business operations at Arkansas, including serving as 
the director of business operations from 2012-15. Prior to his time at Arkansas, 
Benko served as the assistant director of business operations at his alma mater 
of Georgia from 2008-11. He assisted in all financial management functions and 
was responsible for reviewing and processing all invoices for the University of 
Georgia Athletic Association.

Benko earned his bachelor’s degree in sports studies from Georgia in 2005 and 
then a MPA in 2007. He got his start in the athletic business field as an intern at 
Georgia from 2007-08. He also spent seven years in sports communications at 
Georgia, including five years as a student and two years as a graduate assistant, 
while assisting with the Atlanta Falcons and Atlanta Braves. Benko and his wife, 
Sarah, have two sons - Hudson and Cooper.

Chris Besanceney // University of Alabama  
Chris Besanceney, associate athletic director for ticketing/Tide 
Pride, serves as the sport administrator for baseball at the 
University of Alabama.  Besanceney came to Alabama in 2006 
and oversees all aspects of ticket operations and the donor 
seating program.  In his time at Alabama, the department has 
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been fortunate to have been involved with two football stadium expansions, the 
participation in six football national championship events, and the complete 
renovation of its baseball stadium in 2016.

Prior to arriving at the University of Alabama, Besanceney spent two seasons at 
the University of Tennessee serving as the assistant athletic director for ticketing.  
Prior to his stint at Tennessee, Besanceney served as the head athletic ticket 
manager at Michigan State University from 2000-04, where he was responsible 
for all ticketing, with three trips to the NCAA Final Four, including post-season 
ticketing and donor seating.  Prior to that, he served as assistant ticket manager 
at Michigan State and assistant ticket manager for the University of Missouri.

Besanceney earned his bachelor’s degree from Michigan State University, where he 
served four years 1988-1991, as a football manager, under head coach George Perles.  He 
resides in Tuscaloosa with his wife Ann, and children J.T., Clare, Mary Martha, and John. 
 

Marco Born // Lamar University 
Marco Born was named director of athletics in 2018 at Lamar 
University after four years as a member of the Louisiana Tech 
senior athletics staff. At Louisiana Tech, Born oversaw external 
operations, while also serving as the sport administrator for 
baseball. Born played an integral part in renegotiating a new 
multi-media rights contract with Learfield and was also part 

of the execution of a new five-year exclusive, all-sports contract with Adidas. 

Prior to Louisiana Tech, Born spent ten years at Middle Tennessee as a student-
athlete and administrator, including stints as associate athletics director and 
assistant athletics director for ticketing and marketing. He served on the senior 
staff for five years. During his time as a student-athlete at Middle Tennessee, 
Born was a letter-winner for the Blue Raiders tennis program where he captured 
the All-American championship and the NCAA Division I Doubles championship. 
He is a member of the Middle Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame.

Born earned his bachelor’s degree in business administration from Middle 
Tennessee in 2007 and his master’s in sports management in 2009. He is married 
to the former Emily Vest, a former tennis player at Middle Tennessee. The couple 
have one daughter, Scarlett Elizabeth.

Scott Carr // University of Central Florida 
Scott Carr joined the Knights as executive associate athletic 
director and chief marketing officer in 2016. He was promoted 
to deputy director of athletics in April 2018. He has oversight 
of all external units, including brand advancement, strategic 
communications and video services, as well as being heavily 
involved in revenue generation. 
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Prior to his tenure at UCF, Carr served as senior associate athletic director 
for external affairs at Auburn University (2009-2016). He also served in various 
capacities at Southern Miss for eight years (2001-2009), including as deputy 
director of athletics/external affairs for three years. Prior to Southern Miss, Carr 
worked in various capacities with the FedEx Orange Bowl in Miami (1997-2001). 
 
Carr is a native of Gainesville, Fla., and earned his undergraduate business 
management degree from the University of Florida in 1995, followed by a master’s 
in sports management from Florida in 1997. He is married to the former Pam 
Snowe. The couple have two daughters, Ashton and Katie.

Braun Cartwright // New Mexico State University 
Braun Cartwright is in his 15th year at New Mexico State. He 
was named deputy athletics director/chief operating officer in 
July 2015, after serving as associate athletics director since April 
2006. Cartwright has operational oversight responsibilities for the 
athletic department, including sport supervision of baseball, and 
remains responsible for all aspects of the compliance program 

at NM State. Additionally, he serves as the liaison between the university and 
the NCAA.

Prior to joining the NM State staff, Cartwright was the assistant athletics director 
for internal operations at Florida A&M University for three years. In this role, he 
served as the sport administrator for 17 sports and was responsible for game 
operations and facilities.

Cartwright received his bachelor’s degree in exercise sport science from Texas 
Tech University in 2001 and his master’s degree in sport administration from 
Florida State in 2002. He and his wife, Ashley, have two daughters, Chaley and 
Kynley and a son, Dawson.

 
Travis Comer // Texas State University 
Travis Comer begins his tenth year at Texas State as a member 
of the executive leadership team with the Bobcats.  As the 
executive senior associate athletics director, Comer oversees 
all fundraising initiatives. Since his arrival, the Bobcats have 
received record-setting support for annual giving and major 
gift fundraising for nine consecutive years. He also serves as a 

primary sports administrator for football, men’s and women’s golf, and baseball.

Comer came to Texas State after serving more than six years as the director of 
sales and marketing at the University of New Mexico. Before his stint at New 
Mexico, he worked two years at ESPN Regional at the University of South Florida. 
He began his career in athletics administration at Tulane in 1999. 

Comer graduated from the University of Findlay in 1999 and was a team captain 
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of the football team.  He also earned a master’s degree from the University of 
New Mexico in 2004. Comer and his wife, Amanda, reside in Kyle and have a 
13-year old son McKay and 10-year old twins Mason and Katey.

Janet Cone // UNC Asheville 
Janet Cone has served as UNC Asheville’s director of athletics 
since 2004. She was honored as a I-AAA ADA 2019 Builders’ 
Award Recipient for her many accomplishments in College 
Athletics. Recently, Cone finished her five-year commitment 
of serving on the NCAA Division I Men’s Basketball Committee 
that selects and seeds the teams for March Madness. She was 

one of just 28 directors of athletics to be named as an Under Armour AD of the 
Year in 2013 by the National Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics.

Under Cone’s leadership, the Bulldogs have achieved unbelievable progress 
with the creation and implementation of the “More Wins, More Friends, and 
More Resources” strategic plan. Cone oversaw the successful opening of the 
Wilma M. Sherrill Center which houses the Kimmel Arena, a new tennis facility, 
and the expansion of the Karl Straus Track Facility. Presently, a campaign is in 
place to make baseball’s Greenwood Field one of the premier ballparks in the 
Big South Conference.

Prior to coming to Asheville, Cone served as the associate athletics director 
for Samford University, and coached women’s basketball at Samford, Saint 
Leo University, Western Carolina University and Mars Hill College. Cone holds 
a bachelor’s degree from Furman University and a master’s degree from the 
University of South Carolina.

Brad Edwards // George Mason University
Brad Edwards became the fifth director of athletics in George 
Mason’s history in 2014. He signed a five-year extension in 
September 2018 which runs through the 2023 academic year. 
In just five years at Mason, Edwards has led a departmental 
effort to secure new revenue through fundraising and corporate 
sponsorship agreements, including a $13.7 million 20-year 

naming rights partnership with EagleBank. Providing outstanding athletics 
facilities is a priority for Edwards. A baseball stadium renovation was completed 
in 2017. 

Prior to Mason, Edwards has worked for three college athletic departments. In 
2012, he was named athletic director at Jacksonville University, and in 2009, he 
joined Newberry College as director of athletics and later served as senior vice 
president for intercollegiate athletics and institutional advancement. He began 
his work in intercollegiate athletics in 1999 after a successful nine-year career in 
the NFL, joining the University of South Carolina. At South Carolina, he ultimately 
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rose to the role of senior associate athletics director and chief financial officer 
where he oversaw all financial operations during a time of unprecedented growth.

Edwards earned a bachelor’s degree in business management from the 
University of South Carolina and a master’s degree from Michigan State 
University. He was a standout athlete for the Gamecock football team, earning 
second-team All-American honors after the 1987 season. Edwards grew 
up in Fayetteville, N.C., and is married to the former Marlana Brown. They 
have three sons—Jackson, Thomas and Colton and a daughter, Hastings. 

Magdi El Shahawy // University of Georgia
Dr. Magdi El Shahawy became the deputy athletic director at the 
University of Georgia in 2018. Prior to his appointment, Dr. El 
Shahawy served as the senior associate athletic director at the 
University of Southern California since 2000. During his tenure 
he held administrative oversight of student-athlete academic 
services, student-athlete personal development programs, and 

the athlete career transition program. He also served as sport administrator for 
baseball (2015-18), men’s and women’s track and field (2011-2018), and men’s 
volleyball (2007-15).

Prior to USC, El Shahawy held positions as senior associate director of student-
athlete support services at Michigan State (1999-2000), academic counselor 
and eligibility coordinator at Florida State (1994-99), and a graduate assistant 
in athletic compliance at Florida State (1993-94).

He received three degrees from Florida State: a bachelor’s degree in economics 
and political science (1991), a master’s degree in athletic administration (1993), 
and a Ph.D. in athletic administration (1999).  El Shahawy was a four-year football 
letterman at Florida State. He is married to Kimberly El Shahawy and they have 
two sons, Madison and Micah.

Joel Erdmann // University of South Alabama 
Dr. Joel Erdmann has served for ten years as director of athletics 
at South Alabama. The USA athletics department has claimed 
the Sun Belt Conference all-sports championship trophy each 
of the last four years while also achieving the department’s 
best academic progress rate scores and GPA in its history. 
He currently serves as chairman of the Sun Belt Conference 
Athletic Directors. 

Erdmann has been entrusted to serve on both NCAA Football and Baseball 
Championship Selection Committees over the course of his career.  He completed 
a four-year term on the NCAA Division I Baseball Championship Committee where 
he served as chairman from 2015-16.  As chair, his leadership responsibilities 
included oversight of the process to select and seed the championship field of 
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teams and provide the best experience for student-athletes, coaches, and fans.  

The Bismarck, N.D. native was a baseball coach for over a decade before starting 
his career in athletics administration in 1997. After a two-year stint as executive 
director of the Jaguar Athletic Club at South Alabama, Erdmann was named 
director of athletics at the University of North Alabama in 2002. From 2007-2009, 
he served as director of athletics at Southeastern Louisiana University. 

Erdmann has three degrees: a bachelor’s degree in education from South Dakota 
State University, a master’s degree from the University South Alabama, and Ph.D. 
from Florida State University. He played four years for the South Dakota State 
baseball team. Erdmann and his wife, Tina, reside in Mobile.

Daniel Feig // University of South Carolina Upstate
Daniel Feig was named as the director of athletics/vice chancellor 
for intercollegiate athletics at USC Upstate in June 2018. Feig 
arrived at USC Upstate from Southern Miss, where he served as 
executive associate athletic director, assisting with the day-to-
day management and administration of all aspects of athletics. 
 
He joined Southern Miss in the fall of 2013, following two years as 

director of compliance at the University of Alabama. Prior to working at Alabama, 
Feig served as an assistant athletic director at Arkansas State University. Before 
beginning his career in collegiate athletics, Feig worked as an attorney for 
Rumberger, Kirk & Caldwell, P.A. and Carr, Allison, P.C. in Birmingham, Alabama.  
 
Feig is a 2000 graduate of Birmingham-Southern College, where he was a member 
of the men’s soccer team that earned Final Four spots in three of his playing 
years. He also earned a J.D. degree from the University of Alabama School of 
Law in 2003. He resides in Spartanburg with his wife, Claudine, and their three 
sons, Noah, David and Mark.

Ken Halpin // Winthrop University 
Dr. Ken Halpin was named Winthrop University’s director of 
athletics in the summer of 2016. He is responsible for the 
administration of all aspects of Winthrop’s NCAA Division I 
athletics program. Halpin previously served as deputy athletic 
director at Eastern Washington University. In his five years at 
EWU, Halpin served in multiple roles.

Halpin received a Ph.D. in higher education administration from Washington State 
in 2015 and received his master’s degree from Gonzaga University in 2008. He 
earned a bachelor’s degree from Willamette University in 2005, where he was an 
all-conference performer in both football and baseball. He lives in Rock Hill with 
his wife, Amber, their two sons—Kenny and Jonathan, and daughter Jill Marie. 
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Amy Heard // Texas Tech University 
 Amy Heard was named senior associate athletics director for the 
Red Raider Club in September 2016.  Heard serves as the sport 
supervisor for multiple sport programs. Nationally recognized, 
Heard serves as a member of the National Association of 
Athletics Development Directors (NAADD) Executive Committee, 

is a Women Leaders in College Sports Executive Institute graduate, and currently 
serves as a development circle leader for the organization. 

With 15 years of fundraising experience, Heard has led the Red Raider Club to 
multiple record-setting years, including in 2013 when, for the first time in school 
history, all of Texas Tech’s student-athlete scholarship needs were met by annual 
Red Raider Club funds. Today, under Heard’s leadership, the Red Raider Club 
consistently generates over $19 million in annual donations. She is responsible 
for nearly 30 percent of the department’s revenue generation through annual 
fundraising programs.

Heard earned her bachelor’s degree in business administration in 2000, a master’s 
degree in sports management in 2001 and is currently pursuing her doctoral 
degree in higher education, all three through Texas Tech University. Formerly 
Amy McBride, she married Kirk Heard in 2012.

Mike Hill // UNC Charlotte 
Mike Hill became UNC Charlotte’s director of athletics in March 
2018. Hill came to UNC Charlotte after a nearly 25-year career 
with the University of Florida Athletic Association. He spent the 
last six years as the Gators’ executive associate athletics director 
for external affairs, where he served as the chief marketing 
officer and brand manager, and oversaw revenue development. 

In 2010, Hill was named senior associate athletics director for external affairs 
and in 2012 was promoted to his role as executive associate athletics director. 
In his capacity in the Gators’ Department of Athletics, Hill served on the 
University of Florida Branding Steering Committee, had a six-year stint as 
the chair of the Southeastern Conference Marketing Directors and served on 
the SEC Fan Experience Working Group. At Florida, he served as the primary 
advisor to the director of athletics and helped lead searches in the hiring of 
several head coaches. 

Prior to joining the University of Florida, Hill was an assistant to the athletics 
director at Ball State and served as assistant executive director of the Blockbuster 
Bowl from 1990-92. A native of Anderson, South Carolina, Hill grew up the son 
of an English professor at Clemson University. He is a 1990 graduate of UNC 
Chapel Hill, where he earned degrees in political science and communications. 
Hill and his wife, Jessica James-Hill, have a son, Luke. 
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Matt Hogue // Coastal Carolina University 
Matt Hogue was named director of athletics at Coastal Carolina 
University in 2015. The Chanticleers have experienced many 
notable moments during his tenure, none greater than the 2016 
National Championship in baseball. Hogue joined Coastal in 
1997 and has served in several different roles in the athletics 
and in the office of university communications, where he led 

CCU’s marketing and trademark-licensing efforts as associate vice president 
of marketing. 

He was well known for his 17-year stint as the “voice of the chanticleers” on 
the Chanticleer Sports Network. His colorful, exciting calls were synonymous 
with Chanticleer athletics. A 25-year broadcast veteran, Hogue built a diverse 
play-by-play resume that includes stints with USC’s Gamecock Radio Network, 
Minor League Baseball and appearances on regional TV - including Fox Sports 
Net, SportSouth and ESPN properties. He also served as the broadcast voice of 
the Big South Conference’s basketball TV package. In 2013, Hogue was named 
a finalist for the National Sportscasters and Sportswriters Association (NSSA) 
Sportscaster of the Year for the state of South Carolina. 

Hogue earned his baccalaureate degree from the University of South Carolina 
and completed his MBA from Winthrop University. He and his wife, Laura, live 
in Conway with their daughters Rachel and Caroline. 

Kevin Hurley // Texas A&M University
Kevin Hurley, a longtime Texas A&M University athletics 
administrator, was named senior associate athletics director 
in June 2014. Hurley serves as the sport administrator for the

Aggie baseball, women’s soccer and equestrian programs. 
Hurley, who spent more than twenty years at Texas A&M, 

coordinated the redevelopment of Kyle Field, a $450 million project that is 
recognized as the largest in the history of college football.

Before coming to Texas A&M, Hurley was the home and visiting clubhouse 
manager for the Triple-A Omaha Royals at Rosenblatt Stadium. Hurley was 
involved with the College World Series for 13 years. Hurley also served as 
the assistant director of championships at the Missouri Valley Conference 
for two years.

Hurley, a native of Billings, Montana, graduated from Creighton University 
in 1990 with a degree in accounting. He received his master’s degree in 
accounting from Texas A&M in 2000. Hurley is married to the former Julie 
Musial and the couple has a daughter, Darby, and a son, Jarrett. 
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Brent Jones // Troy University
Brent Jones was introduced as Troy University’s director of 
athletics following a two-year stint as Troy’s deputy director 
of athletics for external operations on June 12, 2019. During 
his role as deputy director of athletics, Jones had oversight 
of marketing, communications, advertising, ticket sales, Troy 
Sports Properties, broadcasting, promotions, fan engagement, 

fan experience, branding, licensing and trademarks. He served as the sport 
administrator for the baseball program and oversaw football scheduling. 
Troy set numerous benchmarks during his tenure including record breaking 
attendance numbers for Troy football, men’s basketball, women’s basketball, 
softball and baseball.

He joined the Troy staff from Southern Miss where he most recently served as 
the senior associate athletic director for external affairs. During his tenure at 
Southern Miss, the Golden Eagles set numerous attendance records in baseball, 
men’s basketball, softball, volleyball and soccer. Prior to Southern Miss, Jones 
spent five years at Georgia Southern University, first as the director of sports 
marketing and then as the assistant athletic director of marketing. 

Jones was a standout college baseball player at Oglethorpe University. He is 
married to the former Tracey Styers and they have two children, son Jaxson 
and daughter Payton Grace. 

Chris Maitre // Tulane University 
Chris Maitre has worked for Tulane University since 1996 and 
currently serves as the senior associate athletics director 
for business and operations. In his current position, Maitre 
oversees facility management, capital projects, business 
office, equipment operations and event management for the 
athletic department. Maitre has over 19 years of experience in 

sports administration, and he currently manages the operations of Tulane’s 
facilities. In addition, Maitre has the responsibility of financial oversight of 
the athletic department operating budget and its financial aid dollars.  

Maitre previously served at Tulane University in a variety of roles, including 
as the senior associate AD for facilities & events/director of athletic facilities 
(2014-2016), associate director of campus recreation for facilities & operations 
(2002-2014) and had an earlier stint within the department as assistant 
athletics director for facilities & operations (1996-2002). 

He holds a bachelor’s from Louisiana State University and obtained his 
master’s of sports administration from the United States Sports Academy. 
Maitre and his wife, Sherry, have three kids (Thomas, Katherine and 
Maggie) and reside in Covington, Louisiana. 
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Justin Moore // Texas A&M University 
Justin Moore has served as senior associate athletics 
director at Texas A&M since 2016 after four years as the 
Aggies’ associate athletics director from 2012-15. In his 
role, he serves as a member of the department’s executive 
leadership team where he provides strategic direction and 
oversight of department initiatives. Moore directs several 

of the department’s major contracts and handles future scheduling for the 
football program. He also serves as the sport administrator for multiple 
sport programs. 

Prior to his return to Aggieland in 2012, Moore spent four years at the 
University of Houston. Before joining Houston, Moore spent two years as 
special assistant to the senior associate athletics director at Texas A&M. He 
also worked in the private sector as a consultant for Deloitte & Touche LLP. 
He consulted with top-level executives of Fortune 500 companies on both 
their business cycles and information technology processes.

Moore graduated from Texas A&M in 2004 with a degree in finance and later 
earned a master’s degree in sport management. He was a two-time captain 
for the Aggie baseball team where he starred from 2000-2004. Named a 
Freshman All-American pitcher in 2001, Moore was twice named to the 
All-Big 12 Team. Moore and his wife, Dory, have three children, Kate, Tysen, 
and Tatum.

Graham Neff // Clemson University 
Graham Neff was named deputy director of athletics at Clemson 
University in 2015. Second in command, he is involved in virtually 
every facet of the department, including coaching searches, 
personnel, revenue generation, facilities and fundraising. 

Before his arrival at Clemson in 2013, Neff served as associate 
athletic director at Middle Tennessee State University for four 

years. During his time at Middle Tennessee, Neff was responsible for the 
athletic department’s finances and internal operations, including budgeting, 
financial planning, departmental contracts and support unit supervision.  He 
also oversaw facilities, capital projects, and served as sport supervisor for 
baseball and men’s and women’s track and field. Prior to his time at Middle 
Tennessee, Neff spent two years at Georgia Tech as financial Controller and 
assistant director of ticket operations.  He previously spent two years with 
the accounting firm Deloitte & Touche, LLP in the Financial Valuation group.

Neff earned a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering from Georgia Tech in 2006 
and served as head manager for the men’s basketball team, advancing to the 
NCAA Final Four in 2004.  He completed an MBA in finance, also from Georgia 
Tech, in 2010. Neff and his wife, Kristin, have a son, Grady. 
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Kevin O’Connell // University of South Carolina
Kevin O’Connell came to South Carolina in 2005 and has 
served as the chief operating officer for Gamecock Athletics 
since 2012. O’Connell serves as the sport administrator for 
baseball, men’s and women’s soccer and men’s basketball, 
while also overseeing new athletic construction, facilities and 
game operations. O’Connell has focused his concentration 
with facilities on the “Athletic Facilities Master Plan.”

O’Connell came to South Carolina after spending six years at TCU as the 
associate athletics director of external operations. At TCU he oversaw multiple 
sport programs. He moved to TCU from Miami (Ohio) University, where he 
spent four years as an associate athletics director. Prior to his stint at Miami, 
O’Connell served as president of the ITG Travel Companies. Before assuming 
his duties with ITG in 1989, the Falls Church, Va., native served eight years at 
North Carolina State, the last three as associate athletics director. 

A 1975 graduate of Virginia Tech, O’Connell earned a master’s degree in 
sports administration from Ohio University in 1977. He and his wife, Becky, 
have three children and four granddaughters. 

Milton Overton // Kennesaw State University 
A 25-year veteran of college athletics administration, Milton 
Overton was named director of athletics at Kennesaw State 
in 2017. Overton previously spent two years as director of 
athletics at Florida A&M University. At FAMU, for the first time 
in more than a decade, the athletics department boasted a 
balanced budget in 2016-17, while achieving three consecutive 
years of record-breaking fundraising and ticket-sales growth.

Overton oversaw seven units at the University of Alabama from 2009 to 2015, 
including the nation’s top trademark licensing program – Crimson Tide 
Productions – marketing and branding, outbound ticket sales, photography, 
coaches film video group, athletics information and event technology, track 
and field, and cross country. Prior to Tuscaloosa, he also provided oversight 
of seven Texas A&M University sport programs. He also served in various 
roles with TCU and the University of Oklahoma. 

A four-year starter as an offensive lineman at the University of Oklahoma, 
Overton earned a bachelor’s degree in sociology. Overton was the founder and 
CEO of Enki System Inc., from 2000-2011, which provided software solutions 
for athletic and academic support programs across the country. A native of 
Fort Worth, Texas, Overton has two sons, Micaiah and Lebbeus.
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Chris Park // Washington State University 
Chris Park was named Washington State’s senior associate 
athletic director for external relations in 2018. He serves as 
the sport administrator for baseball. Prior to coming to WSU, 
Park spent the previous five years as the senior associate 
athletic director for external operations and development at 
UTEP, after joining the Miners in July of 2012 to serve as the 

Associate Athletic Director for Development. At UTEP, Park oversaw external 
operations and was the sport administrator for football and men’s golf.  

Prior to El Paso, Park spent six years (2006-12) at Texas State University as 
the assistant athletic director for development. At Texas State, he oversaw the 
Bobcat Club and served as a major gift fundraiser. Park played a vital role in 
the school’s transition from Division I FCS to FBS. He joined the Texas State 
staff after more than two years at Sam Houston State, Prior to Sam Houston 
State, Park held a pair of positions in the department of athletics at his alma 
mater, Texas A&M University. His athletic administrative career began in his 
hometown of Fort Worth, as a marketing intern at Texas Christian University.

A 2002 graduate of the Lowry Mays School of Business at Texas A&M, Park 
also holds a master’s degree from Texas A&M, which he completed in 2004. 
He is married to the former Anna Johnston and the couple has a son, Matthew. 

Chris Pezman // University of Houston
Chris Pezman was named vice president for intercollegiate 
athletics at the University of Houston in 2017, after spending 
four years as senior associate athletics director and chief 
operating officer at the University of California – Berkeley. At 
Cal, he reorganized his departments to gain operational and 
financial efficiencies and oversaw facilities for athletics, 
valued at $1 billion. Additionally, he also served as the primary 
football administrator.

Well known throughout the city of Houston, Pezman remained involved with 
his alma mater following his graduation and earned his master’s degree from 
UH in 1995. He served in various positions with UH athletics before taking on a 
role with NRG Park and SMG Management. Pezman quickly rose up the ranks 
during his time with SMG-NRG Park, before returning as assistant athletics 
director for football operations at Houston for the 2012 and 2013 seasons.

The Laguna Beach, Calif. native, and two-time Southwest Conference 
Commissioner’s Academic Honor Roll member, earned his undergraduate 
degree in economics. He was the 1992 Houston Football team captain, Pezman 
is married to the former Marisol Guillamondegui and the couple has three 
children: Seth, Sydney and Sarah.
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Craig Pintens // Loyola Marymount University
Craig Pintens was named director of athletics at Loyola 
Marymount University in the summer of 2018. A proven 
athletic administrator with leadership experience at national 
championship-winning programs, Pintens arrived at LMU from 
the University of Oregon, where he served as senior associate 
athletic director for seven years. 

At Oregon, he helped lead athletics to tremendous success in competition 
and transformed the fan experience, strategic planning processes, athletics 
operations, promotions, and fundraising while overseeing the marketing and 
communications departments. Pintens, who served as the president of National 
Association of Collegiate Marketing Administrators in 2013-14, guided each of 
the revenue-producing departments under his oversight to record numbers. 
Prior to his tenure at Oregon, Pintens worked in the athletic departments at 
Louisiana State University, Marquette University and the University of Texas-
Pan American. 

Pintens earned his J.D. degree from the Marquette University School of Law and 
his bachelor’s degree in marketing cum laude from the University of Wisconsin, 
Whitewater. He resides in Westchester with his wife, Jill, and children Kaitlin, 
Jackson, Tate and Avery.

Stephanie Rempe // Louisiana State University
Stephanie Rempe was named chief operating officer and 
executive deputy director of athletics at LSU in July 2019. At 
LSU, she works with the athletics senior leadership team on 
strategic initiatives, supervisory responsibilities for all sports, 
capital projects, and internal and external projects. Rempe was 
previously the deputy athletic director at Texas A&M from 2016 to 

2019, where she provided leadership at Texas A&M in all facets of the department.

Prior to joining Texas A&M, Rempe influenced or led almost every aspect of 
the University of Washington athletic department from 2008-2016, including 
direct supervision of several sports teams, management of all capital projects - 
including the $285 million renovation of Husky Stadium, and the administration 
of numerous department units. Before joining Washington, Rempe was an 
associate athletic director at the University of Texas at El Paso from 1998 to 
2003 and a senior associate athletic director at the University of Oklahoma 
from 2003 to 2008.

Rempe received a bachelor’s degree in business administration from the 
University of Arizona in 1993 and a master’s degree from Arizona in 1995. The 
California native was a four-year letter winner for the Wildcats volleyball team. 
Rempe is married to Greg Remien. They are parents of a daughter, Riley, and 
a son, Ryan.
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Matt Roberts // College of Charleston
Matt Roberts was named director of athletics at College of 
Charleston in 2016. Roberts directs the day-to-day operations 
of the athletics department including the operational 
planning, resource allocation, budget development and 
financial management of the department.

He previously served as the deputy director of athletics at Southern Methodist 
University. At SMU, Roberts helped administer the day-to-day operations 
of the entire athletics department and served as the administrative liaison 
for the football and men’s basketball programs. Prior to SMU, Roberts 
serve as the associate athletics director for development at the University 
of Oklahoma, where he was responsible for the overall administration and 
leadership of the athletics development office. At OU, he also led a variety 
of marketing efforts as well as served as the sports administrator for the 
men’s and women’s tennis programs.

A 1997 graduate of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Roberts 
later attended Ohio University and completed his master’s degree in sports 
administration in 1999. A former student-athlete, Roberts was a walk-on 
pitcher for UNC and finished his collegiate career as an undergraduate 
assistant coach, working with the Tar Heels’ pitching staff. Afterwards, 
he was a member of UNC’s athletics department. The Wake Forest, N.C. 
native is married to Amanda Horvath Roberts, and they have two sons, 
Carter and Tucker.

Lorne Robertson // Tulane University 
Lorne Robertson was hired as senior associate athletics 
director at Tulane University in 2018. He serves as the sport 
administrator for baseball. Robertson returned to Tulane 
for his second stint with the Green Wave after spending 
four years at Stanford University where he served as the 
associate athletic director.

Prior to his tenure at Stanford, Robertson spent nearly two years at 
Tulane where he served as the assistant provost for NCAA compliance. 
Robertson began his career in collegiate athletics at his alma mater, Eastern 
Michigan in 2011 where he served as the assistant director for compliance 
and monitoring. During his time at EMU, Robertson implemented and 
maintained the responsibility for the compliance monitoring intern program 
to systematically report on team practices and games.

Robertson completed his J.D. degree from the University of Toledo College 
of Law, where he graduated in the top-15 percent of his class. He earned 
his bachelor’s degree from Eastern Michigan University.
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Ray Tanner // University of South Carolina
After a long and highly successful career as the University of 
South Carolina’s baseball coach, Ray Tanner officially began 
his duties as director of athletics in 2012. In the last seven 
years under his watch, the Gamecocks have won two national 
championships, 13 SEC regular season and tournament 
championships and two top-five finishes in the Learfield IMG 

College Directors’ Cup All-Sports Standings. During Tanner’s tenure, revenues 
and expenses for Gamecock athletics have increased more than 52 percent. 

Tanner is in his fourth and final year as a member of the NCAA Division I 
Baseball Committee and is in his second year serving as its chair. A three-time 
National Coach of the Year and Southeastern Conference Coach of the Year, 
Tanner completed 16 years as head coach at the University of South Carolina, 
establishing one of the premier programs in college baseball prior to being 
named athletic director. He led the Garnet & Black to two NCAA Division I 
Baseball Championships, a pair of national runner-up finishes, six College World 
Series appearances, and 13 consecutive NCAA Tournament appearances. He 
was named the South Carolina head coach June 14, 1996, after nine successful 
seasons as head coach at North Carolina State.

Tanner has two degrees from NC State, a bachelor’s degree in recreational 
administration from NC State (1980) and an MPA (1983). He grew up 
in Benson, NC. Tanner is married to the former Karen Donald, and 
they have two daughters - Gracie and Maggie, and one son, Luke. 

Tanya Vogel // George Washington University
Tanya Vogel assumed the role of director of athletics and 
recreation at George Washington in 2018. In her third stint with 
the university, Tanya Vogel has seen intercollegiate athletics 
from every vantage point. First as a student-athlete competing 
in soccer as an undergraduate, Vogel learned firsthand what 
the student-athlete experience should be. She later returned 

to the university as head coach of the soccer program, before serving in a 
development capacity. 

Vogel spent three years at Northern Arizona, handling many roles. Her versatility 
and experience are also manifested in the number of committees on which 
she’s served. In 2013, Vogel was selected for the prestigious NCAA Pathway 
Program, which works to elevate senior-level administrators to the next step 
as directors of athletics. Most recently, Vogel was selected to participate in 
the Women Leaders in College Sports Executive Institute. The program was 
designed to teach executive leadership solutions and help advance high-level 
women administrators to executive positions within athletics.

Before embarking on a career in administration, Vogel served as her alma 
mater’s head coach for 12 seasons. Hired in January 2000, Vogel won 82 
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games as head coach of GW’s women’s soccer team. In 2002, Vogel became 
the first women’s soccer player inducted into the GW Athletic Hall of Fame. 
She holds both a bachelor’s and master’s degree in exercise and sports 
science and completed her MBA at GW. 

Matt Wells // West Virginia University 
Matt Wells joined West Virginia in 2002 and currently serves 
as the senior associate athletics director for external affairs. 
In his current role, Wells oversees the WVU Sports Marketing 
and Mountaineer Ticket Office staffs, as well as manages 
the relationship between athletics and IMG College and IMG 
Learfield Ticket Solutions.  Additionally, Wells is responsible 

for the Department’s retained sponsorship agreements and its apparel 
contract.  Wells also serves as the sport administrator for baseball. 

Prior to becoming a senior associate athletics director, Wells spent  two 
years as the associate athletic director for external affairs, two years as the 
assistant athletic director for marketing and sales, six years as WVU’s sports 
marketing director and four years as WVU’s assistant sports marketing 
director. A native of Tennessee, Wells also worked in Tennessee’s athletic 
marketing office from 1997-2000.

Wells holds two degrees from the University of Tennessee, a bachelor’s 
degree in education (1999) and a master’s degree in sport management 
(2000). Wells and his wife, Lainie, reside in Morgantown with their son, Alex, 
and daughter Corbin.
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COACHES
Cory Barton // Rice University
Cory Barton joined Rice University as an assistant coach on July 3, 
2018. Barton joined Rice from Louisiana Tech University, where he 
served as the Bulldogs’ pitching coach and was named the 2018 
Conference USA Assistant Baseball Coach of the Year. 

During his last year at Louisiana Tech, Barton guided one of the 
top pitching staffs in the nation to earn the Assistant Coach of the 

Year award. Not only did La Tech lead the league and finish 25th in the nation with 
a 3.48 ERA, the pitching staff posted C-USA’s second-best strikeouts-to-walks 
ratio (2.77-to-1), which was 15th among all Division I programs. Prior to Louisiana 
Tech, Barton served three years as an assistant coach/recruiting coordinator at 
McNeese State, where he helped lead the Cowboys to the 2017 Southland Conference 
regular season title. He also spent five seasons as an assistant coach and recruiting 
coordinator at Louisiana-Monroe. The Trussville, Ala., native is a 2007 graduate of 
the University of Memphis. 

Blake Beemer // Ball State University
Blake Beemer returned to Ball State after the 2018 season as 
assistant coach and recruiting coordinator. The 2020 season is the 
seventh season in college coaching for Beemer, who previously 
coached at Eastern Illinois and Penn State. He helped the 2019 
Cardinals to a 38-19 record (20-5 in conference play) and a second-
place finish in both the regular season and league tournament. 

Before coming back to Ball State, Beemer coached three seasons at Eastern 
Illinois, where the team had a prolific lineup. EIU ranked fourth in the NCAA in 
2017 and ranked in the top 50 in scoring offense. Beemer also coached outfielders 
and served as the first base coach at Penn State, where he helped the Nittany 
Lions increase their win totals each year.

Beemer was a four-time letterman from 2010-13 at Ball State and three-year 
captain (2011-13). He earned his bachelor’s degree in 2013 and an MBA in 2014.

Trip Couch // University of South Carolina
Trip Couch enters his third season with the University 
of South Carolina and serves as an assistant coach. The 
Gamecocks advanced to the super regionals in 2018. Prior 
to South Carolina, Couch spent seven seasons in his second 
stint as an assistant coach at the University of Houston, as 
recruiting coordinator and an active role with the offense.
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Following his first stint with the University of Houston (1995-2000), Couch served as 
an assistant at Texas in 2001 before joining the Arizona Diamondbacks as a scout in 
2002. He scouted in the state of Texas and Louisiana and oversaw all try-out camps 
in the territory. While with Arizona, Couch signed four players that have reached 
the Major Leagues. He was previously an assistant coach at Louisiana-Lafayette.

Couch is married to the former Tiffany Williams. The couple has three 
daughters, Chandler, Kendall, and Katelyn.

 
Elliott Cribby // University of Washington
Elliott Cribby was named the Huskies’ associate head coach, 
pitching coach and recruiting coordinator in the summer of 2019. 
Cribby spent the 2019 season as Purdue’s pitching coach, and 
previously was associate head coach and recruiting coordinator 
at Seattle University from 2014 to 2018, and a pitching coach at 
Abilene Christian in 2013.

In his lone season with the Boilermakers, Cribby helped Purdue reach some historic 
standards. The pitching staff set strikeout records for most in a season and strikeouts 
per nine innings. He has a long history of success in recruiting and developing young 
pitchers. While at Seattle U, Cribby was voted best recruiter in the WAC by fellow 
coaches in a D1Baseball.com poll. Seattle’s pitching staff led the WAC in strikeouts 
for three straight seasons from 2014 to 2016. 

Cribby lettered three times at the University of Washington from 2006-08. His 
father, Ed, also played baseball at UW, earning four letters between 1974 and 1977. 
Cribby married his wife, Shannon, in 2012.

Justin Dedman // Miami (Ohio) University
Justin Dedman enters his third season with the RedHawks in 
2020. One of Dedman’s responsibilities include working with 
the RedHawk hitters. During the 2019 season, Miami had 
significant improvements across the board, hitting .293 (a 24 
points improvement over 2018) and 376 runs scored (72 more 
than 2018). That helped the RedHawks to 37 wins after recording 

35 in 2018. Those 72 victories are the most wins in a two-season stretch since 
they had 78 combined between 2005 and 2006.

He came to Oxford after serving as an assistant coach at Lee University for the 
previous seven seasons. Under his tutelage, the Flames produced 19 players 
that were either drafted or signed a professional contract. Prior to his stint at 
Lee, Dedman served as the Director of Baseball Operations at Ole Miss for one 
season and was a volunteer assistant at Austin Peay in the fall of 2009.

Dedman spent the previous four years at his alma mater, Denison University, 
as an assistant coach for the first two seasons before being promoted to head 
coach in 2008, leading the Big Red to a North Coast Athletic Conference Western 
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Division title in his first campaign at the helm. Dedman graduated from Denison 
in 2005 with a degree in English Writing.

Drew Dickinson // University of Virginia 
Drew Dickinson is in his first season as pitching coach at the 
University of Virginia after eight years as the pitching coach at 
Illinois. He helped the Illinois pitching staff to an unprecedented 
amount of success during his tenure. Under his guidance, the 
Illini established new school single-season records for ERA 
and strikeouts. 

Illinois developed a postseason pedigree during his tenure, including a 2015 
appearance in the NCAA Super Regionals, after Illini were crowned Big 10 Champions 
in 2015 after posting a 50-10 overall record with a 20-1 mark in league play. In that 
season, Dickinson’s pitching staff led the way with the nation’s fifth-lowest team 
ERA, fourth-lowest WHIP, and fifth-lowest strikeout-to-walk ratio.

Following a seven-year professional career, Dickinson began his coaching career 
as volunteer assistant on the Illini staff while finishing his communications degree 
at Illinois in 2009. After a brief stint as a pitching coach in professional baseball, 
he returned as the Illinois volunteer assistant before being promoted to assistant 
coach in 2012.

One of the best pitchers in Illinois history, he was named the Big Ten Pitcher of the 
Year as a junior. His 30 career wins are the most ever at Illinois. Dickinson married 
his wife Michelle in 2015.

 
Chris Fetter // University of Michigan
Chris Fetter completed his second season as the pitching coach 
for the University of Michigan baseball program in 2019. Last 
year, he helped guide the Wolverines to the eighth College 
World Series appearance in team history, which resulted in its 
third CWS Finals appearance and a national runner-up finish.

Fetter, who served the Los Angeles Dodgers as the minor league pitching 
coordinator prior to his Michigan appointment, brings a wealth of both collegiate 
and professional experience to the Maize and Blue. He joined the Dodgers in the 
fall of 2016 after serving as the pitching coach at Ball State University for one 
season. During that time, he guided the Cardinals to a 4.31 team earned run 
average, which ranked second in the Mid-American Conference. Prior to joining 
the collegiate ranks at Ball State, Fetter worked for the Los Angeles Angels as 
a minor league scout for three seasons.

A four-year letterman at Michigan, Fetter became an All-American for the 
Wolverines and was a three-time All-Big Ten selection while guiding the Maize and 
Blue to three Big Ten championships and four NCAA appearances. He graduated 
from Michigan in 2009 and was drafted by the San Diego Padres. Fetter spent 
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four years with the Padres as a pitcher in the minor leagues before joining the 
coaching ranks. He and his wife Jessica reside in Ann Arbor with their son, Cole.

Dan Fitzgerald  // Dallas Baptist University
Dan Fitzgerald enters his eighth season at DBU and serves as the 
Patriots’ associate head coach and recruiting coordinator.  Regarded 
as one of the top recruiters in the country, Baseball America rated 
Fitzgerald as the No. 7 assistant coach in the nation in 2018, while 
D1Baseball.com ranked him as the 17th best recruiter in college 
baseball in 2016. 

Since he arrived at DBU in 2013, the Patriots have landed 58 players on the Missouri 
Valley All-Conference Team that were recruited and signed by Fitzgerald. During 
his seven seasons at DBU, Fitzgerald has seen 10 players garner top honors in the 
Missouri Valley Conference. At the professional level, 28 of Fitzgerald’s signees at 
DBU have been selected in the Major League Baseball Draft.  

Fitzgerald came to DBU from Des Moines Area Community College in Iowa, where 
he was the head coach from 2008 - 2012.  In his five years at the helm of DMACC, 
his Bears advanced to the Junior College World Series on four separate occasions.  
Fitzgerald also saw 36 players sign with NCAA Division I programs. He started 
his coaching career at the University of Iowa in 2000.  Fitzgerald also coached at 
Northern Iowa Community College and Flagler College.

A native of Minnesota, Fitzgerald attended and played baseball at the University 
of St. Thomas in Minnesota, and the University of Wisconsin-River Falls, before 
graduating with a degree from the University of Minnesota in 2000.  Most recently, 
he earned a master’s degree from DBU in 2016.  Fitzgerald and his wife, Kelly, have 
three sons: Will, Max, and Ben.

 
Scott Foxhall // Mississippi State University 
Scott Foxhall enters his 25th season in college baseball and second 
year on the Mississippi State baseball staff, serving as the program’s 
pitching coach. In his first season at Mississippi State, the Diamond 
Dawgs pitching staff set the school record for strikeouts in a single 
season and posted the second-most victories in program history, 
on their way to a College World Series appearance. Left-handed 

pitcher Ethan Small led the NCAA in strikeouts and was named national pitcher 
of the year.

His previous coaching stints include four seasons as the pitching coach at North 
Carolina State (2015-18), six years at Auburn (2009-14) and 13 seasons at the College 
of Charleston (1996-2008). At NC State, Foxhall helped the Wolfpack to four straight 
NCAA Tournament appearances. He proved himself to be a top recruiter during his 
time at Auburn, as his last three classes ranked among the top 25 nationally. Foxhall’s 
coaching career began (1996) at his alma mater, the College of Charleston, who he 
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helped to its first-ever NCAA Super Regional in 2006. During his time in the dugout, 
Foxhall has tutored 23 All-American selections, 14 Freshman All-Americans and 
seen six pitchers earn conference pitcher of the year honors. 

As a student-athlete, he spent two seasons at Auburn before pitching for three years 
at the College of Charleston. Foxhall and his wife, the former Laura Ballenger, have 
twin children, Kade and Kennedy. He holds his bachelor’s degree from the College 
of Charleston.

B.J. Green // Georgia Southern University 
B.J. Green joined the Georgia Southern baseball staff in July 2009 
and begins his tenth season with the Eagles in 2020 as assistant 
head coach. Green brings with him to Statesboro over 14 years of 
Southeastern Conference experience as both a player and coach. At 
Georgia Southern, Green has helped develop 16 different pitchers 
as MLB draft selections and 32 pitchers taken in the MLB draft 
during his extensive coaching career.

Prior to joining the Eagles, Green served as the pitching coach for seven seasons 
at Alabama. During his 11-year career as a player and coach, Green helped the 
Crimson Tide to eight NCAA tournament appearances, three SEC Tournament 
Championships (1999, 2002 and 2003), two Super Regional appearances, the 2006 
SEC regular season title, the 2002 SEC West championship and a 1999 College 
World Series appearance. Individual honors include 20 draftees, five major league 
debuts, two first-round picks, and a National and SEC Freshman of the Year. In 2006, 
Alabama pitchers led the SEC with a 3.51 ERA. 

Before his coaching tenure, Green was a letterman for the Crimson Tide from 1998-
2001. In 1999, Green helped lead the team to a third-place College World Series 
appearance in 1999. He is a 2002 graduate of the University of Alabama in sports 
fitness management. He is married to the former Jessica Aliffi, and the two are 
parents of Tripp and Viviann.

 

Ben Greenspan // Arizona State University
Ben Greenspan enters his fifth season at Arizona State University 
as assistant coach and recruiting coordinator and works primarily 
with the team’s offense and catchers. Excelling in his recruiting 
coordinator position, Greenspan has assembled multiple top-ten 
recruiting classes. In 2016, he secured the No. 1 recruiting class in 
the nation according to Collegiate Baseball Newspaper. He followed 

that up by playing a big part in another top-5 nationally ranked recruiting class in 
2017, and the top recruiting class in the Pac-12 and the West. 

Prior to ASU, Greenspan spent six seasons as an assistant coach at Indiana, as a 
recruiting coordinator, and worked extensively with the team’s catchers and hitters. 
The Hoosiers’ offense ranked in the top 25 in the nation in batting average, slugging 
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percentage, total hits and extra-base hits in 2014. Greenspan mentored some of 
the most prolific hitters in IU program history, including two-time All-American 
catcher Kyle Schwarber. 

Greenspan played for two seasons at IU and was a Hoosier team captain. Previously, 
he spent two years at the University of Connecticut as a catcher and first baseman 
before joining the IU program. He earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees from 
Indiana University. Greenspan is originally from West Point, N.Y., and is married to 
his wife, Janine. The pair have two children, Grayson and Adalyn.

Brent Haring // Brigham Young University 
Brent Haring has been a member of the BYU baseball staff the last 
seven seasons as an assistant coach and the recruiting coordinator. 
He has help develop 24 All-WCC honorees, four Freshman All-
Americans and two All-Americans. During his time at BYU, 14 
players have been selected in the MLB Draft, including two who 
have seen time in the majors. Further, the Cougars have claimed 

West Coast Conference regular season championships in 2016, 2017 and 2019. 

Under his guidance BYU has brought in some of the top recruiting classes in program 
history. The 2019 class was ranked as a top-25 recruiting class in the country by 
Baseball America. Prior to BYU, Haring was an assistant coach at Dixie State for 
three seasons. He has also coached at Harding University, Mt. Olive College, College 
of the Ozarks and Southern Virginia University. 

Haring played for Colorado Northwestern Junior College and at Southern Virginia 
where he graduated with a bachelor’s degree. He also holds a master’s degree in 
education/kinesiology from Harding University. Haring and his wife Mary have two 
sons, Tomasi and Nikolao.

Chris Hart // North Carolina State University 
Chris Hart enters his 13th season with the NC State baseball 
program, his 11th as an on-field member of the coaching staff, 
and his ninth as a full-time coach. Hart spent the 2007 season 
as the Wolfpack’s volunteer assistant, and the two years prior as 
the program’s director of baseball operations. Hart coaches the 
hitters, infielders, and catchers.

In 2010, Hart became the program’s lead recruiter and produced immediate results 
on the trail, signing one of the best classes in the nation. Among the heralded 
newcomers on NC State’s roster were the North Carolina High School Player of the 
Year Carlos Rodon and future Washington Nationals star Trea Turner.

Hart was a four-year letterman for head coach Mike Martin at Florida State from 
1999-2003. His four Florida State teams (1999, 2001-03) made an NCAA Super 
Regional all four years and advanced to the College World Series in 1999 and 2000.
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Jason Jackson // University of Alabama 
Jason Jackson enters his third season at the University of 
Alabama as an assistant coach. He came to Tuscaloosa after 
spending 16 years as a college assistant, including the previous 
nine as the pitching coach at Florida Atlantic University.

Jackson has built a reputation as one of the top recruiters in 
the Southeast and is known for his ability to develop talent on 

the mound. Before his most recent stint in Boca Raton, he was an assistant 
at South Alabama (2007-08), Mercer University (2003-06) and North Florida 
Community College (2002). In each stop, Jackson served as a pitching coach 
and recruiting coordinator.

The Crimson Tide’s pitching coach earned his bachelor’s degree from Florida 
State in physical education in 2000, before going on to obtain a master’s 
degree at FSU. A native of Tallahassee, Fla., he and his wife, Katie, have 
three children, Kinsey, Tyler and Haylee.

Josh Jordan // Duke University
Josh Jordan joined the Duke baseball program in June of 
2012. He was promoted to associate head coach in July of 
2015. In 2018, he was named the ABCA/Baseball America 
Assistant Coach of the Year. In addition to his role as recruiting 
coordinator, Jordan also works with Duke’s catchers and 
outfields and teaches both hitting and base running. 

Ranked in the preseason for the first time in program history, 
the 2018 Blue Devils lived up to the early season hype, recording the first 
40-win season in program history while also earning a program-record 18 
ACC wins and advancing to the first NCAA Super Regional in school history. 
With a 45-18 overall record, Duke set a program record for wins. During 
Jordan’s time with the program, 25 Blue Devils have been selected in the 
professional draft.

Prior to his arrival in Durham, Jordan spent six seasons as an assistant coach 
at Appalachian State. The Mountaineers won 30 or more games in each of 
Jordan’s six seasons with the program. Before joining the ASU staff, Jordan 
spent the 2006 season with Young Harris College. At Young Harris, Jordan 
coached Charlie Blackmon, currently a member of the Colorado Rockies. 
At Young Harris, Jordan coached Charlie Blackmon, currently a member of 
the Colorado Rockies. Prior to his stint at Young Harris, Jordan spent two 
seasons at Fort Hays State in Kansas.

Jordan is a graduate of Catawba College, where he played 1999-2002. He also 
earned a master’s degree from Fort Hays State in 2005. Jordan and his wife, 
Erika, reside in Durham, N.C., with their son, Jaxon, and daughter, Lillian.
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Kevin McMullan // University of Virginia
Kevin McMullan serves as Virginia’s recruiting coordinator 
and hitting coach. He is known as one of the top recruiters 
and developers of players in the country. McMullan was twice 
recognized in a poll of head coaches by Baseball America as the 
top assistant coach in college baseball, first in 2012 and again 
in 2017. The 2009 National Assistant Coach of the Year helped 

Virginia reach the pinnacle of college baseball in 2015 as the Cavaliers earned 
their first NCAA national championship. In 24 years as a college coach, McMullan 
has had over 80 players signed by professional organizations. 

Prior to his time at Virginia (since 2003), McMullan served as a manager in the 
Atlanta Braves organization. Before joining the Braves’ organization, McMullan 
served as acting head coach at East Carolina in 2001-02 for Keith LeClair, 
who was diagnosed with Lou Gehrig’s Disease. During that season, McMullan 
coached ECU to a 43-20 record, Conference USA Championship and NCAA 
Regional Final. At ECU, he served as the recruiting coordinator, hitting coach 
and catching instructor. In McMullan’s three years at ECU, they were among the 
top five programs in the country in wins. In his three years, the Pirates finished 
in the Top 25 each season.  

McMullan also served as an assistant coach at St. John’s and the Indiana University 
of Pennsylvania, his alma mater. He was a two-sport NCAA All-American as a 
catcher in baseball and a linebacker in football at IUP.  McMullan is married to 
the former Sandra Leishman and the couple has three children, Maggie, Emma 
and Jack. 

  

Skylar Meade // University of South Carolina
Skylar Meade completed his second season on the Gamecock 
baseball coaching staff as pitching coach in 2019. The 
Gamecocks advanced to the super regionals in his first season 
(2018). Meade joined Carolina after spending three seasons as 
the pitching coach at Michigan State University. Under Meade’s 
watch, an MSU pitcher led the Big Ten in earned-run average 
in each of his last two seasons. 

Prior to joining MSU, Meade spent two seasons as the pitching coach at Middle 
Tennessee State University. The Blue Raider pitching staff lowered its team ERA 
in each of his two seasons at the school. Prior to joining the staff at MTSU, Meade 
worked for five seasons at Eastern Illinois, first as a graduate assistant and then 
as an assistant coach in 2009. EIU posted one of the Ohio Valley Conference’s 
best rotations during his time at the school. The Panthers sported the best team 
ERA in the OVC in four of his five years. Meade joined the coaching staff at EIU 
after his playing career at the University of Louisville. 

The native of Louisville, Kentucky, earned a bachelor’s degree from Louisville 
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in 2007 and completed a master’s degree in 2009 from EIU. Meade and his wife, 
Jesse, have two children, Kasen and Mikah.

Ty Megahee // University of Pittsburgh
Ty Megahee was named an assistant coach at the University 
of Pittsburgh in August of 2018. He works with the Panther 
offense and infielders as well as serving as the recruiting 
coordinator.  In his career, Megahee has worked with 54 MLB 
draft selections, four MLB players, 51 All-Conference honorees 
and four conference players of the year. 

Megahee previously spent three seasons as the assistant coach at Western 
Kentucky. As the Hilltoppers’ top assistant and recruiting coordinator, Megahee 
secured a top-40 class. He joined the Hilltoppers’ staff after a two-year stint at 
Mercer University, where he helped the Bears to a 2015 league title and NCAA 
Regional bid. In 2015, Megahee coached Golden Spikes Award winner - the 
nation’s top collegiate baseball player - Kyle Lewis. Before joining the Bears’ staff, 
Megahee was on Auburn’s staff for four seasons. Each of his signing classes at 
Auburn were ranked in the top 25. Megahee got his collegiate start at Mercer in 
2005, serving as a volunteer assistant coach for three seasons before accepting 
a full-time role at Monmouth for the 2009 campaign. 

He earned a bachelor’s (2006) and master’s (2008) degrees from Mercer. Megahee 
and his wife, Susan, have two children, Mallory and Mason.

Kevin Nichols // College of Charleston
Kevin Nichols has been instrumental in the Cougars’ success 
over the last two seasons serving as the program’s hitting coach. 
He currently serves as the associate head coach and recruiting 
coordinator. Under Nichols’ guidance the Cougars have posted 
the CAA’s highest batting average in back-to-back seasons while 
leading the conference in numerous other offensive categories. 

He joined the Cougar family following 18 years as the head coach at NCAA Division 
II Erskine College. As the winningest coach in school history, Nichols amassed 
588 career wins – including three 40-win seasons – while leading the Flying Fleet 
to a pair of NCAA Finals. During his tenure, the Fleet were consistently ranked 
in the top 30 nationally which culminated with the school’s highest ranking of 
No. 2 in 2015.

Nichols came to Erskine following a three-year career in the Philadelphia Phillies 
organization. Prior to his professional career, he played at the University of 
Alabama and was a three-time All-American. Nichols, his wife Kristy, daughter 
Libby, son Brick and youngest son Jax make their home in Charleston.
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Jeff Palumbo // East Carolina University
Jeff Palumbo, a 14-year coaching veteran at the Division I 
level, will soon begin his sixth year as an assistant coach and 
recruiting coordinator at East Carolina. His recruiting efforts 
have garnered consecutive top 25 national rankings, while 
also being tabbed as one of the nation’s top 30 recruiters by 
his peers.

Palumbo has coaching stints at George Mason, Central Florida, and Virginia 
Commonwealth. At VCU (2012-14), Palumbo’s clubs ranked either first or 
second in the conference in fielding percentage, which included a No. 7 
national standing in 2013. During his UCF tenure (2009-11), he helped guide 
UCF to a 39-23 record - its best since 2005 - and its first trip to the NCAA 
Tournament in seven years. In 2009, Palumbo and the Knights put together 
Collegiate Baseball Newspaper’s fourth-ranked recruiting class and followed 
with the nation’s 20th-best class heading into the 2011 season. At George 
Mason (2006-08), Palumbo spent three seasons as the program’s recruiting 
coordinator and hitting coach.

A two-time Colonial Athletic Association Defensive Player and Scholar 
Athlete-of-the-Year selection at George Mason, Palumbo finished his career 
as the Patriots all-time leader in hits. In 2010 he was selected as a member 
of the CAA’s Silver Anniversary team. Palumbo, a 2004 cum laude graduate 
of George Mason, and his wife Sarah have two sons Grayson and Parker. 

Kyle Pettoruto // Rutgers University
Kyle Pettoruto is in his first year at Rutgers and coaches 
outfielders, baserunning and hitting. He spent the previous 
six seasons at Bryant and was part of six-straight Northeast 
Conference regular season championships and two NCAA 
Tournament appearances. At Bryant, he helped produce 40 All-
NEC selections, one Collegiate Baseball Freshman Player of the 
Year, and four Freshman All-Americans in just six short seasons.

Under Pettoruto, Bryant became one of the most dynamic offenses in the country. 
He helped the Bulldogs finish in the top 20 in the country in scoring and slugging 
percentage in four of his six seasons, and the Black and Gold have finished in 
the top 25 in a host of other categories over the past six years.

Pettoruto was a four-year letterman at the University of New Haven and helped 
the Chargers earn a spot in the 2010 NCAA tournament. He earned a degree in 
communication from New Haven in the fall of 2012.
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Chris Prothro // University of South Alabama
Chris Prothro enters his fifth season as an assistant coach and 
recruiting coordinator at South Alabama in 2020. Prothro has 
secured nationally ranked recruiting classes for South Alabama 
during his tenure. In 2017, Prothro helped USA to its 11th Sun 
Belt Conference Tournament title and advanced to its 27th NCAA 
Regional after finishing the season 40-21. 

Prior to joining the USA staff, Prothro spent eight seasons at Nicholls State, where 
he served as associate head coach and recruiting coordinator for his final four 
years. The NSU pitching staff, which Prothro directed in 2015, led the Southland 
Conference in ERA and opposing batting average. Before his arrival at Nicholls 
State, Prothro served as assistant coach at North Iowa Area Community College 
where he also held the title of hitting instructor while working with catchers and 
outfielders in addition to assisting with recruiting.

Prothro lettered for two seasons at Arkansas State (2004-05) as a catcher and 
earned his bachelor’s degree from ASU in 2005. He also served as a graduate 
assistant at ASU prior to receiving his degree. He began his collegiate playing 
career at Northwestern State, where he helped the Demons capture the 2002 
Southland Conference championship.

James Ramsey // Georgia Tech University
James Ramsey, a former Atlantic Coast Conference Player of 
the Year, All-American and MLB first rounder, was announced 
as the assistant baseball coach/hitting coach at Georgia Tech on 
Feb. 7, 2019. In just Ramsey’s first year at the helm of the Yellow 
Jackets’ hitters, Georgia Tech led the ACC in hitting and finished 
second in run production, hits, and slugging. Tech blasted back 

on the national scene in 2019, winning 43 games, a program-record 10-straight 
series, and nine-straight ACC series. The Yellow Jackets capped the year as the 
No. 3 national seed and host of the 2019 NCAA Atlanta Regional.

Before joining Georgia Tech, Ramsey coached the outfielders and assisted with 
individual and team hitting approaches at Florida State. In addition to coaching 
first base, he also began the process of integrating technology into player 
evaluation and development. Prior to beginning his coaching career, Ramsey 
was a standout outfielder at Florida State and was a first-round draft pick by 
the St. Louis Cardinals. A team captain in 2012, Ramsey was named the ACC 
Player of the Year and ABCA Player of the Year.

An all-around student-athlete, Ramsey was also a two-time first-team Academic 
All-American (2011, 2012) and the 2012 Academic All-American of the Year. He 
graduated with a degree in finance in 2012. Ramsey and his wife, Grace, were 
married in 2016, and welcomed their first child, Brogan, in October 2019. 
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Dan Roszel // University of Kentucky 
Dan Roszel was named the assistant coach for pitching at 
the University of Kentucky in July of 2019 after nearly two 
decades of high-level success at four programs, including 
the past nine seasons at East Carolina where the Pirates 
finished in the nation’s top 50 in earned run average seven 
times. Upon joining ECU in 2010, Roszel mentored 14 Major 

League Baseball draft picks, nine All-Americans and 19 all-conference 
selections, while the program made six NCAA Regional and two Super 
Regional appearances. 

Roszel broke into the coaching ranks at Gardner-Webb University. From there, 
Roszel went to Florida Gulf Coast for two seasons, helping the Eagles win 
an Atlantic Sun Conference title in its first season at the Division I level, the 
only team in NCAA history to accomplish that feat. Before settling at East 
Carolina, he spent two seasons at College of Charleston.

In his 19 seasons as a coach, Roszel has seen 30 of his pitchers sign 
professional contracts, headlined by MLB all-star Chris Sale. Roszel, a 2000 
graduate of North Florida, and his wife Melissa have three children, Madyson, 
Makenna and Clayton. He received his degree in criminal justice.

Steve Sabins // West Virginia University
Steve Sabins is in his fifth season as an assistant coach 
with the West Virginia baseball team, serving as the hitting 
coach and recruiting coordinator. In Sabins’ first four years, 
the Mountaineers have produced record-setting numbers 
offensively, while also bringing in the highest-ranked 
recruiting classes in program history. That includes the 

2019 class, ranked 21st nationally – the Mountaineers’ first top-25 recruiting 
class ever. Last season WVU was selected to host an NCAA Regional for the 
first time since 1955. 

Sabins came to Morgantown after four seasons at Oklahoma State, where 
he impacted all facets of the OSU program from 2011-15. With Sabins on 
staff, the Cowboys made the NCAA Regionals each of the last three seasons, 
including a Super Regional appearance in 2014. 

As a player, Sabins began his collegiate career at Angelina Community College. 
He transferred to Embry-Riddle and was named the Sun Conference Player 
of the Year and an NAIA All-American. Sabins graduated from Embry-Riddle 
with a bachelor’s degree in business administration in 2011. He earned a 
master’s degree from Oklahoma State. Sabins is married to Tabitha Tucker, 
and they have one daughter, Charlee.



36

Nick Schnabel // University of Michigan
Nick Schnabel completed his seventh season as an assistant 
coach for the University of Michigan baseball program in 2019. 
Last season, he was named the National Assistant Coach 
of the Year by the American Baseball Coaches Association 
after Michigan’s eighth trip to the NCAA College World Series. 
Michigan finished as the national runner-up. Schnabel serves 

as the recruiting coordinator. Michigan’s 2018 class was perhaps the most highly 
touted class in program history, ranked in the top ten nationally. The ranking 
marked the highest ranking a Big Ten class has ever earned. He has also helped 
secure other nationally ranked classes. 

Prior to Ann Arbor, Schnabel was East Carolina’s hitting instructor, infield coach 
and recruiting coordinator for three seasons. Before ECU, Schnabel served for 
two seasons as the hitting instructor, recruiting coordinator and third base coach 
at Liberty University. Schnabel spent two seasons at the U.S. Military Academy, 
serving as Army’s hitting instructor. Schnabel was at Chipola College in Florida in 
2005. He started his college coaching career as a volunteer coach at East Carolina 
in 2004. That season, ECU won a school-record 51 games and competed in the 
NCAA Super Regionals. The Pirates finished the season eighth in the country.

Schnabel played at East Carolina, where he was a first team All-Colonial Athletic 
Association selection. He helped the Pirates to consecutive league championships 
and top NCAA Regional seeds. Following graduation, Schnabel spent four years 
in the Montreal Expos organization in five levels of the farm system. He is a 2003 
graduate of East Carolina, and is married to the former Emily Gail Cox. The 
couple has two children, Cal and Caroline.

Brian Smiley // Indiana State University
Brian Smiley was promoted to associate head coach in July of 
2017, after spending the previous eight seasons as an assistant 
coach for Indiana State. Smiley serves numerous roles within the 
baseball program, including working with the team’s infielders 
and hitters, coaching third base as well as serving as recruiting 
coordinator. In 2019, he helped ISU to a 43-18 overall record, 

while claiming its seventh Missouri Valley Conference Tournament Championship. 

Smiley has been a part of two NCAA Tournament berths in his time in Terre 
Haute, including the first NCAA appearance by the Sycamores since 1995. The 
Sycamores been ranked in the top-50 in the nation in fielding over the last three 
seasons and have been consistently ranked at the top of the Missouri Valley.

Over his four years as a student-athlete in collegiate baseball, Smiley played one 
season each at Triton and Lincoln Trail Community College before transferring 
to play two seasons at Arkansas - Little Rock. Brian, his wife, Katie, have three 
children: Isaac, Christian and Vivienne.
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Eddie Smith  // Louisiana State University 
Eddie Smith, who last season directed a record-breaking Tulane 
baseball offense, was hired as LSU’s volunteer coach/hitting 
coach on July 9, 2019. Smith worked as Tulane’s hitting coach 
and recruiting coordinator for the past two seasons. In 2019, the 
Green Wave set American Athletic Conference records for home 
runs, batting average, and six other offensive categories. In his 13 

seasons as a college baseball coach, Smith has tutored 48 players that were chosen 
in the MLB Draft and 13 players in the Major Leagues.

Smith began coaching as an assistant at Virginia, where he helped the program 
emerge as a national power, earning three ACC Championships and two CWS 
appearances from 2007-11. In 2012, he joined the Santa Clara coaching staff as 
the hitting and third base coach, and he then became an assistant coach at Notre 
Dame in 2013. The Olympia, Washington, native spent four seasons as head coach 
at Lower Columbia College in Washington.

As a player, Smith spent two years at Notre Dame, where he helped the Fighting Irish 
to two conference championships and NCAA Tournament appearances, including a 
No. 8 national ranking as a senior in 2006. He received his bachelor’s degree from 
Notre Dame in 2006. Smith and his wife, Jennifer, reside in Baton Rouge.

 
Rich Wallace  // University of Notre Dame 
Rich Wallace was named a University of Notre Dame assistant coach 
in August of 2019. Wallace brings 16 years of coaching experience 
to Notre Dame and has a strong background in molding players 
into some of the nation’s best. Under his tutelage, Wallace has 
produced eight All-Americans, 49 All-Conference selections and 
49 players selected in the MLB Draft.

Wallace joins the Irish after two years as an associate head coach at Jacksonville, 
working primarily with the hitters, catchers and recruiting. He helped guide the 
Dolphins to their 15th all-time NCAA Tournament selection in 2018. Prior to 
Jacksonville, Wallace was incredibly successful in his three-year stint as hitting 
coach and recruiting coordinator at Creighton. In 2017, Creighton won the Big East 
regular season championship. The previous year the squad was nationally ranked 
for six weeks. Before joining the Creighton staff, Wallace served as the recruiting 
coordinator and hitting coach at High Point University for eight seasons. With the 
Panthers, he brought in consecutive, nationally-ranked recruiting classes for the 
first time in school history. 

His coaching career began in the fall of 2003 with his alma mater, the University 
of Central Florida. Wallace played for UCF from 2000-2003, earning a Freshman 
All-American award from Collegiate Baseball. He earned a bachelor’s degree from 
UCF in 2004. Wallace and his wife, Alex, have two girls, Easton and Maxx.
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Jon Wente // University of Texas at Arlington 
After establishing a reputation as one of the nation’s top junior 
college head coaches, Jon Wente is in his sixth season at UTA, 
serving as associate head coach and recruiting coordinator.
Wente was the head coach at Central Arizona College (CAC) 
from 2005-14. His clubs sported a 402-165 overall record as 
head coach at CAC and led them to a pair of top three finishes 
at the JUCO World Series, including a 56-15 record in 2011. 

Overall, he has a 513-226 record as a head coach at the junior college level, 
which also includes stops at Odessa College (2005) and Hutchinson College 
(2003-04). He has worked with some of the top names in baseball, including 
Matt Harvey, Ian Kinsler and Freddie Freeman. Wente finished his playing 
career at McNeese State University where he set a school record for innings 
pitched in a season and was named the team MVP. 

Wente received his bachelor’s degree from Arizona State University in 1998. He 
received his master’s degree from East Central University in 2010. The Phoenix 
native is married to Sandra Langston and are the proud parents of Tyler.

 
Eric Wordekemper // Creighton University
Wordekemper took over as the Bluejays’ pitching coach in 
the Fall of 2016. Wordekemper’s impact has been on display 
since his arrival. In 2019, the Bluejays pushed CWS Final 
team Michigan to an elimination game during the Corvallis 
Regional. Creighton closed the season 41-13, claiming the 
Big East regular season and tournament championships 

along the way. Creighton was ranked in all six of the final major collegiate 
baseball polls. In 2017, Creighton claimed the Big East regular season title. 

As a student-athlete at Creighton (2003-05), his best season came in 2005 
as he delivered a flawless 6-0 record. An 11-year veteran in professional 
baseball, Wordekemper was drafted by the New York Yankees following the 
2005 season. Over his professional career, Wordekemper had a combined 
33-17 record over 344 appearances, closing his career with a combined 3.45 
ERA in 561.1 innings. 

He spent the 2014 and 2015 seasons as an undergraduate assistant coach 
at Creighton and in 2016 he served as the volunteer assistant. After his 
professional career, he completed his bachelor’s degree in 2015.  Wordekemper 
and his wife, Natalie, have a daughter, Tess. 
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